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No  Cypress  Trees,  Only  Jackpines 


Cypress  Hills  Provincial  Park 

Picturesque  Park  Covers  Large  Area  near  Medicine  Hat; 
Forested  Plateau  Contrasts  With  Surrounding  Prairie 


Some  of  the  strangest  country  in  Alberta  is  located  in  the 
75  square  miles  of  the  Cypress  Hills  Provincial  Park,  40  miles 
southeast  of  Medicine  Hat. 

Here  at  the  highest  Canadian  elevation  between  Labrador 
and  the  Rockies  is  a  heavily  wooded  hilly  country  with  plenty 
of  water — an  oasis  in  contrast  with  the  dry,  hot  and  treeless 
plains  which  surround  it. 

Forests  and  grazing  lands  are  the  chief  economic  resources 
of  the  park.  Oddly  enough,  there  is  not  one  cypress  tree  is  the 
park  although  there  are  many  sub-tropical  insects,  animals  and 
plants  in  the  area  surrounding  the  forested  plateau.  The  jack- 
pine  is  the  main  tree  in  the  park  and  its  French  name  led  to 
the  confusion  about  the  specie  of  trees  growing  in  the  Cypress 
Hills.  French  fur  traders  called  the  land  the  "Montaigne  de  Cypre" 
(Mountain  of  Jack-pine)  but  the  French  word  "cypre"  did  not 
survive  the  stumbling  translations  of  the  first  English  traders. 
"Cypre"  became  cypress  and  many  who  had  never  visited  the 
region  came  to  believe  that  cypress  trees  grew  in  profusion  in 
this  beautiful  region. 

The  west  end  of  the  Cypress  Hills  has  a  maximum  elevation 
of  4,810  feet,  300  feet  higher  than  the  railway  station  at  Banff. 
The  Head  of  the  Mountain,  a  high  spot  in  the  west  end,  is  2,730 
feet  higher. than  Medicine  Hat,  which  is  only  40  miles  away.  The 
average  height  of  the  entire  plateau  region,  known  as  The  Bench, 
is  1,500  feet  higher  than  the  surrounding  plains.  This  high 
elevation  makes  the  Cypress  Hills  wetter  and  cooler  than  the 


plains  and  an  ideal  summer  recreation  spot  for  the  people  of 
Medicine  Hat  and  district  who  pack  the  roads  leading  to  the  park 
on  weekends  in  July  and  August. 

The  western  end  of  the  Cypress  Hills  is  one  of  the  few  areas 
in  western  Canada  not  submerged  by  the  great  sheets  of  ice 
which  covered  Alberta  during  the  Ice  Age.  R.  G.  McConnell,  the 
first  geologist  to  study  the  Cypress  Hills,  reported  that  the  western 
end  of  the  park  must  have  formed  an  island  projecting  about  400 
feet  above  the  ice  during  the  Ice  Age.  As  a  result  of  this,  unusual 
species  of  plants  and  insects,  which  may  have  been  common  in 
the  Province  millions  of  years  ago,  survived  in  this  area  until  the 
present  day. 

The  present  provincial  park  has  a  long  history  behind  it. 
Before  the  white  men  reached  the  hills,  the  area  was  an  Indians' 
"No-Man's  Land"  and  many  a  bitter  battle  was  fought  over  which 
tribe  should  camp  in  the  area.  Below  the  Head  of  the  Mountain 
is  the  beautiful  Medicine  Lodge  Coulee,  an  immense  haven  for 
Indians  who  met  here  every  summer  to  hold  their  Sun  Dance 
ceremonies. 

The  Indians  looked  upon  the  Cypress  Hills  as  their  home 
and  did  not  come  there  to  hunt.  As  a  result,  the  region  became 
a  natural  game  sanctuary  harboring  deer,  elk  and  bear.  The  area 
also  attracted  halfbreed  buffalo  hunters  and  traders  who  wintered 
at  Four  Mile  Coulee,  south  of  Fort  Walsh,  just  over  the  border 
from  Alberta  in  the  Saskatchewan  section  of  the  Cypress  Hills. 

(Continued  on  Page  Four) 
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At  lelt  IS  the  spectacular  scene  which  unlolds  as  the  traveller  stands  at  the  west  end  of  The  Bench,  at  an  elevation  of  4.810  feet.  From  this  part  of  the  Cypress 
Hills  plateau,  the  unique  scenic  pattern  of  Medicine  Lodge  Coulee  extends  to  the  horizon  where  it  merges  with  the  Sweet  Grass  Hills  of  Montana.  At  right 
■s  Elkwater  Lake,  key  location  of  the  Provincial  Park.  On  the  other  side  of  the  lake,  the  country  becomes  treeless  once  more  and  soon  changes  into  flal, 

barren  prairie. 
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Established  in  1929 

Edmonton  Highway  Repair  Shops  One  of  Three  In  Province 
J 20  Tradesman  Employed  to  Repair  and  Maintain 
More  than  1,000  Units  of  Highway  Equipment 


A  wide  variety  of  work,  ranging  from  the  repair  and  main- 
tenance of  heavy  highway  equipment  to  the  construction  of 
cabooses  is  carried  out  by  the  Scona  Shops  in  South  Edmonton. 

In  the  main  building,  at  any  time  there  may  be  trucks 
receiving  re-built  motors,  tractors  undergoing  a  general  overhaul, 
and  several  other  heavy  machines  being  readied  for  the  road. 
In  the  other  buildings  spread  throughout  the  large  shops,  winter 
machines  may  be  stored  away  for  the  summer,  highway  signs 
may  be  receiving  their  finishing  touches,  and  Department  of 
Highways  equipment  stored  and  ready  for  immediate  use. 

The  shops  are  a  beehive  of  activity  all  year  round.  In  winter, 
the  staff  of  trained  tradesmen  and  mechanics  are  busy  overhauling 
summer  equipment  and  making  repairs  to  snowplows;  in  summer 
the  primary  concern  is  keeping  the  road  equipment  in  operating 
condition  throughout  the  season. 

Largest  Shop  in  Alberta 

The  Scona  Shops  is  the  largest  of  the  three  Department  of 
Highways  shops  in  Alberta.  The  Manchester  Shops  at  Calgary 
takes  care  of  the  area  from  Nanton  to  Wetaskiwin,  while  the 
Fort  Macleod  Shops  looks  after  equipment  south  of  Nanton.  The 
Scona  Shops,  located  just  east  of  the  Calgary  Trail  near  Univer- 
sity Avenue  in  South  Edmonton,  is  responsible  for  the  area  north 
of  Wetaskiwin  to  the  Northwest  Territories  boundary. 

It  was  established  in  the  autumn  of  1929  when  the  present 
superintendent,  H.  S.  Baird,  then  a  mechanic,  helped  to  string 
the  fence  around  an  open  field  which  had  been  purchased  by 
the  Department  of  Public  Works.  Since  then,  the  shops  have  grown 
to  meet  the  demand  of  an  increasingly  mechanized  department 
and  today  that  open  field  is  crowded  with  a  variety  of  shops, 
buildings  and  storage  sheds. 

The  shops  are  hemmed  in  from  all  sides  by  big  oil  con- 
struction warehouses  and  have  become  so  large  that  there  is  not 
enough  room  to  store  all  the  highway  equipment.  From  an  original 
stock  of  six  graders,  12  trucks  and  12  snowplows  in  1929,  the 
number  of  machines  has  steadily  increased  until  now  there  are 
well  over  1,000  pieces  of  road  equipment.  These  range  from  huge 
10-ton  trucks  and  lowboy  tractors  to  the  small  half-ton  pickups. 

The  primary  duties  of  the  shops  are  to  repair  and  maintain 
all  equipment  belonging  to  the  Department  of  Highways,  and  to 
keep  in  storage  most  of  the  common  parts  and  supplies  used  for 
highway  work.  To  carry  out  these  duties,  the  Scona  Shops  employs 
about  120  persons,  including  mechanics,  welders,  painters,  car- 
penters, blacksmiths,  and  a  variety  of  other  tradesmen. 

:  ^  Five  Trouble-Shooters 

Five  of  the  mechanics  are  trouble  shooters  who  make  "on 
the  spot"  repairs  to  equipment  on  the  highway.  This  is  often  a 
great  time  saver  and  allows  the  equipment  to  be  back  in  operation 
within  a  few  hours.  Other  repair  work  is  undertaken  by  govern- 
ment mechanics  stationed  at  Peace  River,  Grande  Prairie,  High 
Prairie,  and  St.  Paul. 

However,  where  such  major  repairs  as  overhauls,  welding 
or  track  repairs  are  necessary,  a  lumbering  four-wheel  drive 
lowboy  tractor  from  the  Scona  Shops  is  capable  of  carrying 
into  Edmonton  just  about  every  kind  of  road  equipment  at  present 
in  use  by  the  Department  of  Highways. 

The  machines  are  brought  into  one  of  the  several  repair 
garages  on  the  Scona  Shops'  lot,  where  modern  equipment  is 
available  to  complete  the  job  within  a  short  time. 

Engines  Re-Built  in  Main  Hangar 

In  the  main  hangar,  there  are  departments  for  general 
repairs  to  trucks  and  heavy  equipment,  as  well  as  a  section  where 
gasoline  and  diesel  engines  are  re-built.  A  wash  rack  is 
equipped  with  300-pound  pressure  hoses  to  remove  caked  or 
hardened  mud  from  the  highway  machines. 

Nearby  is  another  shop  where  a  variety  of  machine  work 
is  done.  There  is  the  welding  room,  where  four  arc  welders 
and  two  portable  arc  welders  are  in  constant  use  both  for  repair 
and  construction  work.  A  machine  shop  is  equipped  with  lathes, 
mills,  shapers  and  other  precision  machines  to  handle  any  metal 
work  required  in  the  shops. 

(Continued  on  Page  Three) 


Alberta  Government  Photo — Marsden 
Welders  add  the  finishing  touches  to  this  large  boom  crane  truck. 


Alberta  Government  Fliolo-  Marsden 
R  row  of  trucks  undergo  repairs.  In  foreground,  mechanic  A.  M.  Nelson 
begins  reassembling  work. 


Alberta  Government  Photo — Marsden 
Mechanic  J.  E.  Clifton  checks  repair  work  on  a  caterpillar  tractor. 
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Edmonton  Highway  Shops 

(Cojitiiiiiecl  From  Page  Two) 

In  the  blacksmith  shop,  two  fires  are  kept  burning  con- 
stantly while  smiths  carry  out  general  work.  For  example,  all 
the  iron  work  required  in  the  construction  of  ferries  is  made  in 
the  blacksmith  shop. 

Carpenters'  Shop  Being  Built 

A  new  building  is  under  construction  to  house  the  carpenters 
who  at  present  share  space  in  the  machine  room.  The  carpenters 
construct  cabooses,  kitchens,  diners  and  other  wooden  equipment 
used  by  highway  crews.  Here,  too,  the  carpenters  build  the 
wooden  signs  used  on  Alberta  highways. 

When  there  are  information  signs  stating  that  Dapp  is 
half  a  mile  south,  a  bridge  spans  a  stream  named  Pipestone 
Creek,  or  a  highway  junction  lies  ahead,  there  is  a  good  chance 
that  they  were  built  and  painted  in  the  Scona  Shops. 

The  wooden  and  metal  signs  are  lettered  in  a  sign  shop, 
where  a  sign  painter  makes  use  of  stencils  and  his  own  artistry 
to  turn  out  an  expert  job.  The  baked  enamel  signs,  such  as  those 
which  give  warning  and  direction,  cannot  be  made  in  the  shops, 
but  are  purchased  from  metal  sign  manufacturers.  However,  the 
sign  shop  is  often  called  upon  to  touch  up  and  recondition  some 
of  these  signs  which  are  in  need  of  repairs. 

Huge  Pencil  Sharpener 

The  shops  sometimes  are  called  upon  to  complete  special  jobs 
and  often  show  ingenuity  in  making  unique  tools  to  meet  the 
demand.  For  example,  Mr.  Baird  designed  a  large  machine  for 
repairing  the  tracks  of  caterpillars  and  other  track-type  machines, 
and  in  the  preparation  of  guard  posts  for  curves  and  hills,  a 
monster  pencil  sharpener  was  built  to  round  off  the  tops  of  the  logs. 

The  snow  plow  building  is  the  home  of  winter  equipment 
during  the  summer  months.  Here  the  16  truck-snowplows  and  11 
grader-snowplows  are  serviced,  repaired  and  put  into  mothballs 
until  the  winter  snows  start  to  fly.  Often,  because  of  the  shortage 
of  space,  machines  in  good  working  order  are  stored  in  the  town 
headquarters  of  district  engineers. 

Small  Parts  Supplied  by  Purchasing  Agency 

A  large  amount  of  space  at  the  Scona  Shops  is  taken  up  for 
the  storage  of  parts  and  supplies.  There  are  such  items  as  nuts, 
bolts,  shovels,  fence  posts,  engine  parts,  ropes,  cables,  blades, 
and  an  assortment  of  other  things  which  are  constantly  needed 
by  highway  crews.  This  equipment  is  purchased  in  wholesale 
lots  by  the  Purchasing  Agency  of  the  Alberta  Government  and 
distributed  throughout  northern  Alberta  by  the  Scona  Shops. 

The  shops  have  two  railway  spur  lines — one  each  from  the 
C.P.R.  and  C.N.R. — to  bring  supplies  directly  to  the  warehouses, 
and  to  despatch  them  to  any  point  in  the  area. 

As  an  added  service,  the  Scona  Shops  stores  a  motor  boat 
mounted  on  a  trailer  for  the  Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police. 
If  any  emergency  rescue  or  search  work  is  required,  the  R.C.M.P. 
can  drive  to  the  warehouse,  couple  the  trailer  to  their  car,  and 
be  out  on  the  highway  in  a  matter  of  minutes.  This  convenience 
saves  many  hours  of  packing  and  loading,  every  time  a  boat  is 
required.  • 


Alberta  Government  Pliuto-  M<n  sden 


First  cheques  under  the  Disabled  Persons'  Pensions  Act  were  mailed  out  to 
disabled  persons  luly  2  by  the  Department  oi  Public  Welfare.  W.  P.  Bullock, 
Superintendent  of  the  Pensions  Branch,  holds  the  first  of  the  101  cheques  which 
went  out  this  month.  Another  200  applications  for  disabled  pensions  are 
expected  to  be  approved  this  month.  On  Mr.  Bullock's  right  is  Hon.  L.  C. 
Halmrast,  Minister  of  Public  Welfare,  while  A.  H.  Miller,  Deputy  Minister. 

is  on  his  left. 


Education  Branch  Trains 
Recreation  Program  Leaders 

Since  1938,  more  than  1,000  leaders  for  community  recreation 
programs  have  been  trained  by  the  Health  and  Recreation  Branch 
of  the  Alberta  Department  of  Education. 

Working  under  an  agreement  by  which  the  Canadian  and 
Alberta  Governments  share  costs  of  the  program,  the  branch  has 
contributed  substantially  to  the  organization  of  recreation  pro- 
grams in  Alberta  communities.  The  senior  governments  pay  the 
costs  of  administration  and  training  and  help  the  local  com- 
munities to  buy  recreational  equipment  while  the  communities 
provide  and  maintain  buildings  for  the  recreation  program. 

All  recreation  leaders  who  have  been  certified  receive 
remuneration  while  conducting  authorized  recreation  activities. 
This  is  paid  by  the  senior  governments  but  the  communities 
may  supplement  this  remuneration  if  they  wish. 

Annual  School  at  Red  Deer 

Training  ground  for  Alberta  recreation  leaders  is  the  annual 
Recreation  Leadership  School  held  each  summer  at  Red  Deer. 
During  the  four  week  period  of  the  course,  young  men  and  women, 
nominated  by  their  communities,  learn  the  techniques  of  instruct- 
ing and  leading  organized  sports,  games,  dancing  and  social 
recreation. 

To  qualify  for  certification  as  a  leader,  the  recreation 
students  must  complete  two  sessions  of  the  Recreation  Leadership 
School.  At  the  end  of  the  first  year's  course,  an  interim  certificate 
is  granted  with  a  permanent  certificate  following  at  the  finish 
of  the  second  training  session.  After  getting  his  interim  certificate, 
the  student  must  have  practical  work  in  the  recreation  field  before 
qualifying  for  the  permanent  certificate. 

Other  courses  conducted  by  the  Health  and  Recreation  Branch 
are  the  six-day  playground  leaders'  short  course  and  coaching 
schools.  The  playground  leaders'  course,  held  whenever  there  is 
sufficient  interest,  is  operated  prior  to  the  summer  playground 
season  and  instructs  persons  selected  by  municipal  councils  or 
local  groups  in  playground  organization  and  supervision.  Coach- 
ing schools  are  held  on  request  by  provincial  sports  governing 
authorities  and  have  included  instruction  for  basketball  and 
skiing  coaches  to  date. 

Branch  Aids  Purchase  of  Equipment 

Recreation  centres  and  classes  needing  equipment  are  helped 
by  the  branch,  which,  on  request,  purchases  such  equipment  as 
basketballs,  tumbling  mats  and  badminton  racquets.  This  equip- 
ment is  provided  at  net  cost  and  the  community  recreation 
organizations  are  allowed  up  to  15  months  to  repay  the  branch. 
Blueprints  for  benches,  springboards  and  vaulting  horses  are 
provided  free. 

In  addition,  the  branch  provides  supervision  and  guidance 
for  leaders  operating  approved  recreation  centres  or  classes  and 
offers  advice  and  information  to  communities  and  organizations 
setting  up  recreation  programs. 

Any  community  may  participate  in  recreation  activities  by 
forming  a  committee  or  board  which  will  select  candidates  for 
leadership  training,  finance  and  publicize  the  recreation  program, 
and  provide  suitable  facilities.  A  condition  of  the  organization  of 
recreation  programs  is  that  all  activities  supported  financially  by 
the  Health  and  Recreation  Branch  are  to  be  provided  free  to  the 
public. 

In  the  87  community  recreation  centres  which  operated  last 
winter,  instruction  was  given  in  such  activities  as  volleyball, 
basketball,  pingminton,  and  gymnastics.  Square  and  social 
dancing  also  were  popular.  Adult  women  were  very  interested 
in  keeping  fit  and  participated  enthusiastically  in  "keep  fit" 
classes.  The  number  taking  part  in  Alberta  recreation  classes 
during  the  1952  -  1953  season  totalled  more  than  214,000  and 
there  were  254  recreation  leaders  conducting  classes.  • 


"Within  Our  Borders"  is  a  publication  designed  to 
acquaint  the  people  of  the  Province  with  the  administration 
and  services  ol  the  Alberta  Government. 

It  is  believed  the  many  and  varied  services  of  the 
Government  will  be  effective  in  the  degree  they  are  known 
and  used.  Any  moterial  used  is  for  immediate  republication. 

Correspondence  should  be  addressed  to  "Within  Our 
Borders,"  Legislative  Buildings,  Edmonton. 
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An  Alberta  Holiday 


Alberta  Government  Photos — Engler 

Waterton  Lakes  National  Park,  situated  in  the  extreme  southwest  comer  of  Alberta,  is  a  charming  holiday  spot.  It  is  noted  for  the  unusual  mountain 
colors.  Purple,  green  and  gold  give  the  peaks  warm,  inviting  tones.  The  first  photo  (at  left)  shows  Vimy  Ridge,  one  of  the  landmarks  of  the  park.  In 
centre,  is  the  scenic  Akomina  Highway  which  runs  from  Waterton  Park  townsite  to  Cameron  Lake.  The  third  photo  shows  the  townsiie  of  Waterton  and 

Upper  Waterton  Lake. 


Curriculum  Committee  Enlarged 
To  Permit  Wider  Representation 

The  General  Curriculum  Committee  of  the  Department  of 
Education  has  been  reorganized  to  admit  representatives  of  five 
additional  organizations.  The  total  committee  membership, 
which  originally  included  representatives  from  only  two  lay 
organizations,  will  remain  at  approximately  the  same  figure. 

This  expansion  is  expected  to  increase  the  effectiveness  of 
the  General  Curriculum  Committee.  Primary  functions  of  the  com- 
mittee are  to  review  proposed  curriculum  changes  and  estimate 
public  reaction  toward  them;  to  initiate  proposals  concerning 
curriculum  changes  and  to  convey  these  to  the  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion for  his  consideration;  and  to  consider  reports  from  the 
Minister  and  from  the  other  curriculum  committees. 

In  expanding  the  membership  of  the  committee,  the  Depart- 
ment of  Education  selected  representatives  of  province-wide 
organizations,  which  had  set  up  special  committees  to  study 
educational  matters.  Representatives  were  picked  from  only  those 
organizations  who  have  systems  of  informing  their  memberships 
of  action  being  taken  as  well  as  receiving  advice  from  the  general 
membership.  Representatives  were  selected  also  for  their  interest 
in  educational  matters. 

As  a  result,  representation  on  the  General  Curriculum  Com- 
mittee now  includes  seven  members  from  the  Department  of 
Education,  two  representatives  from  the  University  of  Alberta, 
three  city  school  superintendents,  three  teachers  representing  the 
Alberta  Teachers'  Association  and  10  lay  members. 

The  new  lay  representatives  are:  Charles  Seeley,  Cherhill, 
and  Mrs.  F.  C.  Butterworth,  Alberta  School  Trustees'  Association; 
Mrs.  D.  A.  Hansen  and  Mrs.  E.  H.  Boalch,  Calgary,  Alberta 
Federation  of  Home  and  School  Associations;  Mrs.  J.  A.  Maley, 
Edmonton,  Provincial  Chapter  of  the  I.O.D.E.;  Mrs,  S.  Swainson, 
Red  Deer,  Alberta  Women's  Institutes;  Mrs.  T.  H.  Jackman, 
Bremner,  Alberta  Federation  of  Agriculture;  C.  L.  Metcalfe,  Edmon- 
ton, Associated  Chambers  of  Commerce  and  Agriculture;  and  the 
Alberta  Federation  of  Labor  and  the  Industrial  Federation  of 
Labor  of  Alberta,  for  which  no  representative  has  yet  been 
appointed.  • 


Cypress  Hills 

{Continued  from  Page  One) 

The  ravines,  sunken  watercourses,  high  grass-grown  plateaus 
and  wooded  slopes  of  the  Cypress  Hills  served  as  an  ideal  hideout 
for  outlaws,  horse  thieves,  gunmen,  rustlers  and  other  riff-raff 
of  the  West  and  soon  the  Cypress  Hills  was  well-populated  with 
a  criminal  element.  There  were  also  American  traders  who  came 
to  sell  whiskey  and  staples  to  the  Indians  and  white  hunters. 
The  massacre  of  a  band  of  Assiniboine  Indians  by  some  Americans 
from  Fort  Benton  in  the  Cypress  Hills  in  1873  led  to  the  formation 
of  the  North  West  Mounted  Police  and  the  establishment  of  Fort 
Walsh  in  the  Cypress  Hills  to  protect  the  Indians. 

Today,  as  a  provincial  park,  the  Cypress  Hills  has  many 


COMING  EVENTS 

During  the  next  few  months  Alberta  will  be  the  scene  of  many  events 
of  provincial,  national  and  international  interest.  Within  Our  Borders  will 
list  all  COMING  EVENTS  from  April  through  September.  Information 
should  be  forwarded  to  Within  Our  Borders,  Legislative  Buildings, 
Edmonton. 


Date 

Event 

Place 

July  13-18 

Edmonton  Exhibition 

EDMONTON 

July  13-19 

Farm  W omen's  W eek 

School  of  Agriculture 

FAIRVIEW 

July  13-19 

Farm  Women's  Week 

School  of  Agriculture 

OLDS 

July  13-19 

4-H  Club  Week 

School  of  Agriculture 

VERMILION 

July 

16-18 

Medicine  Hat  Rodeo 

MEDICINE  HAT 

July 

16-19 

Banff  Indian  Days 

BANFF 

July 

19-31 

Canadian  Alpine  Club  Camp 

Committee  Punchbowl 

JASPER 

July 

20-21 

Wilson's  Rose  Show 

EDMONTON 

July 

20-21 

Lacombe  Rodeo 

LACOMBE 

July 

22 

Bruce  Rodeo 

BRUCE 

July 

20-22 

Lloydminster  Exhibition 

LLOYDMINSTER 

July 

20-25 

1-H  Club  Week 

School  of  Agriculture 

OLDS 

July 

23 

Calf  Club  Sale 

VERMILION 

July 

23-25 

Vermilion  Fair 

VERMILION 

July 

27-29 

Vegreville  Fair 

VEGREVILLE 

July 

27-29 

Cosmopolitan  International 

Palliser  Hotel, 

CALGARY 

July 

27-Aug.  1  'l-H  Club  Week 

School  of  Agriculture 

FAIRVIEW 

July 

30- Aug.  1  Red  Deer  Fair 

RED  DEER 

July 

21-22 

Lacombe  Race  Meet 

LACOMBE 

July 

22 

Bruce  Stampede 

BRUCE 

July 

29 

Czar  Lake  Rodeo 

CZAR  LAKE 

Aug. 

3 

Stony  Plain  Rodeo 

STONY  PLAIN 

Aug. 

3-9 

4-/f  Judging  Competition 

School  of  Agriculture 

OLDS 

Aug. 

3-5 

Camrose  Fair 

CAMROSE 

Aug. 

5 

Barrhead  Stampede 

BARRHEAD 

Aug.  7 

Sandy  Lake  Rodeo 

SANDY  LAKE 

reminders  of  history.  One  is  Graburn  Coulee  with  its  cement 
marker  marking  the  spot  where  19-year-old  Constable  M.  N. 
Graburn  of  the  N.W.M.P.  was  shot  by  Indians  in  1879.  In  this 
picturesque  coulee  is  the  Rodeo  Grounds  of  the  Graburn  Old 
Timers'  Association  which  each  year  on  July  1  stages  an  old- 
fashioned  grass-roots  rodeo. 

At  the  west  end  of  The  Bench,  at  the  park's  highest  elevation, 
one  of  the  more  beautiful  scenes  in  Alberta  can  be  viewed. 
Looking  out  over  the  wide  Medicine  Lodge  Coulee,  an  incredible 
mixture  of  flat-topped  ridges,  dry  water  courses,  buttes  and  draws 
spreads  into  the  clear  horizon  where  the  blue  masses  of  the  Sweet 
Grass  Hills  of  Montana  appear. 

Key  centre  in  the  provincial  park  is  Elkwater  Lake,  a  large 
natural  lake  set  in  a  bowl.  On  the  southern  shores  of  this  lake 
are  the  two  general  stores,  the  summer  homes  and  tourist  cabins 
and  the  headquarters  of  the  park's  superintendent. 

In  this  area,  the  Alberta  Government  is  setting  up  facilities 
for  the  recreation  of  the  many  tourists  who  visit  the  park  in 
summer.  A  fine  playground  has  been  established  and  a  picnic 
ground  with  a  central  building  for  cooking  and  shelter  is  well 
advanced.  • 


